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How you can contribute to the AVI database

There are two main ways of contributing to our database: A) sending us additional or corrective information 
about an existing database entry via a web form or B) – if you are working at a collection or are a scholar 
working on vase-inscriptions – registering for a contributor account to add new entries to the database

Option A: Sending us information about an existing database entry

While consulting our database (https://www.avi.unibas.ch/DB/searchform.html), you may find an entry 
which contains outdated, incorrect or incomplete information. We would be very glad if you could help 
us keep existing entries up-to-date by clicking on the “Additional information?” link below any data-
base entry which will take you to a simple web form.

Option B: Using a contributor account to add new entries to the database

If you are working at a collection or are a scholar working on vase-inscriptions who knows about 
an inscribed vase which does not have an entry in the AVI database yet, you can get a contributor 
account to use our advanced insert form to add new entries to the database. A new entry will be 
uploaded and credited with your name after we have checked it.

https://www.avi.unibas.ch/DB/searchform.html
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Step 1: Register for an account

If you are not registered yet (or you have difficulties logging in), please contact us by clicking on the 
link at the bottom of our login page (https://avi.unibas.ch/DB/insert/avi_start.php).

Step 2: Log in
After receiving your credentials from us via email, enter them on our login page (https://avi.unibas.
ch/DB/insert/avi_start.php).

	 Step 3: Insert a new database entry
After logging in successfully, you can now access the form to insert a new vase by clicking on the 
button in the top right corner (more on this below).

https://avi.unibas.ch/DB/insert/avi_start.php
https://avi.unibas.ch/DB/insert/avi_start.php
https://avi.unibas.ch/DB/insert/avi_start.php
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Step 4: Editing your draft entries
Alternatively, you can edit one of your previously saved but not finally submitted (see below) en-
tries which are listed under the heading “Your recently added vases”.

	 The insert form
When filling in the form, please keep in mind that the structure of the database, and thus of the 
form, is closely based on the structure of Henry Immerwahr’s Corpus of Attic Vase Inscriptions, with 
all its strengths and limitations (more on this in the contributor guidelines). There are four fields 
which must be filled in – otherwise, the system will not let you submit an entry: Location (contained 
in the topmost field, “Collection & Numbers”), Preservation, Shape and Inscription. Hover the mouse 
cursor  over tooltips  next to some fields for further explanation.
When you have finished editing your entry (please use a unicode font for Greek characters), make 
sure to save your entry by clicking first on the “Submit Form” button in the bottom right corner:
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This will take you to the next screen which presents a summary of your entry in list form. Here, you 
can either click on the “back to form” button in the top right area to go back to the form and con-
tinue working on the entry, or click the “save data” button so you can access your entry again later 
before final submission. Alternatively, the “submit data” button instead lets you submit the entry to 
us without the possibility to edit it afterwards.

After saving your entry, you are back on the 
main page and can log out from there using the 
button in the top right corner. When you log in 
again, your saved drafts can be accessed again 
for further editing (see step 4).

After submitting an entry, we will check it and 
may make small changes to adapt it to the struc-
ture of the database; we would of course contact 
you if substantial changes were necessary before 
publishing the entry, which will be credited to 
you, in the database.

You can of course contact us at any time for fur-
ther help (email to: avi [at] unibas.ch), and we 
are also always open for criticism and sugges-
tions for improvement.

Finally, thank you very much for your interest in contributing to our project!


